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Late passes mean wins at Riviera

Johnson, Prauner, Bittner, Lehman, and Mielke each visit Victory Lane

By Randy Pospishil
Courtesy of Norfolk Daily News

Deciding when to pass is one factor, but
deciding how to pass can also make the
difference between winning and a second-
place finish. That was the case Saturday
night at Riviera Raceway as winners in
each of the feature races of the four main
divisions were determined in the final few
laps.

Jim Johnson of Plainview accelerated to
a victory following a restart with two laps
remaining in the Grand Nationals division
by making a move on the outside in turn
one to overtake leader Nick Opfer. John-
son’s move allowed him to take the lead for
the first and only time in the race.

“I knew the bottom wasn’t going to be
the place to go,” Johnson said. “So I decid-

ed to commit to the high side and hope for
the best. I had followed Nick for fourteen
laps, and I guess I've learned something
from 25 years of doing this. It feels good
to get my first win here this year.”

In the IMCA SportMods Division, Kyle
Prauner used a similar game plan, taking
the lead from James Kleinheksel with a
high side pass midway through the race
and holding on for the win.

“We had a decent starting spot in the
third row,” Prauner said. “I don’t like fol-
lowing anybody into corners, so I go where
they’re not. James is a pretty tough runner,
S0 it was pretty exciting to get my seventh
win this season, and 70" overall. This is a
new car, and we’ve been experimenting.
This was a different setup than we’ve ever
used before, but we’ve been able to get
things right.”

Tiffany Bittner gradually moved up
from near the back of the 16 car pack to
third with 7 laps remaining, then took over
second place by passing Brett Harrill on the
inside with three laps to go in the IMCA
Hobby Stock Division. Bittner held off Ja-
son Wilkinson to take the checkered flag.

In the IMCA Sport Compacts Division,
Wyatt Lehman took the lead from Luke
Jackson as the pair entered the final turn
with three laps left. Unfortunately, Jack-
son spun into the wall attempting to hold
position on the inside. Meanwhile, Ramsey
Meyer out-dueled Shannon Pospisil for
second place.

Lance Mielke led all the way to win
the Junior Hornet Division race. Behind
him, Colby Kaspar came out on top in a
race-long battle among multiple drivers for
second place.
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